Sibshops: an evaluation of an interagency model.
The study evaluates the effectiveness of a sibling support programme (Sibshops) involving three disability agencies in Cork, Ireland. Qualitative and quantitative data were obtained using semi-structured interviews and the Piers-Harris Children's Self-Concept Scale with siblings, together with parent feedback. Results from the Piers-Harris showed that there was no significant increase in sibling self-esteem following attendance at the Sibshops. However, the interviews revealed that the majority of siblings enjoyed and benefited from the Sibshops. Parents reported satisfaction with the Sibshops and felt that their children had benefited. Reflections on the experience of working on an interagency basis are outlined. Recommendations are made regarding further research and development in the organization of Sibshops and in staffing and staff training.